County of Warren

Bicentennial Cultural & Heritage Affairs ISZSJ%ZOZS
Historic Marker Grant Program gy,

2025

Warren County Board of County Commissioners
Warren County Bicentennial Cultural & Heritage Advisory Board

Final Round

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF APPLICATION PACKET

Electronic submission due on or before 3:00pm, Wed., June 4, 2025

e Gina Rosseland (grosseland@co.warren.nj.us)

Postal Mail or Physical Drop-Off* due on or before 3:00pm, Wed., June 4, 2025

* If dropping off, please schedule a time/date with Gina

Gina Rosseland
Warren Co. Division of Cultural & Heritage Affairs
Shippen Manor
8 Belvidere Avenue
Oxford, NJ 07863

If you have any questions pertaining to this grant, please contact Gina Rosseland at 908-453-
4381 or grosseland@co.warren.nj.us.

The Warren County Board of Commissioners and the Bicentennial Cultural & Heritage Advisory Board are
administering a matching-grant for Historic Grant Markers to municipalities within Warren County, New

Jersey in advance of the county’s Bicentennial anniversary.

Warren County Bicentennial History Marker Grant Program 2025, 1



GUIDELINES
CRITERION AND REQUIREMENTS

GENERAL CRITERIA

Historical markers are designed to span generations. By installing historically-based signage, you are doing a
service to your community and the public at large. To ensure the relevance of the signage to Warren County
history, particularly relating to our County’s Bicentennial, the follow criteria has been established: The site to
be recognized must be located in Warren County, New Jersey. The funding is for a site marker(s), not
interpretative panels.

The marker inscription must be confirmed using primary source documentation.

The subject must be historically significant to the larger community and beyond.

Inscriptions must be clear about why the subject (i.e. person, place, thing, and event) is historically
significant.

Key dates must be included when necessary for framing context; however, the inscription should not be
written simply as a list of dates. (Example: Shippen Manor, iron-master’s residence for Oxford Furnace,
c. 1754)

The markers must strive for historical accuracy with primary source documents (immediate, first-hand
accounts). The applying agency must provide photocopies of sources and specific statements used to
verify historical facts.

* Please bear in mind that although the signage is not an interpretative panel, relevance to the site should be
considered when creating the site marker.

OTHER CRITERIA TO BE CONSIDERED

The site is significant to the history of Warren County, New Jersey.
The site is/does
o Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.
o Associated with persons or groups whose lives were significant in our past.
o Embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, represents the
work of a master, or possesses exceptional artistic value.
The site that is on, or eligible for placement on the state or national register of historic places.
The markers may be applied to new site marker(s): one large sign, multiple signs or replacing current

signs.

The signage does not have to be designated for a historic site owned, managed, or supervised by municipality
or historic group, but any notable historic site within the municipality as long as permission is granted in writing
from the property owner. It is also advisable that the signage be seen from a public-accessed location (street,
sidewalk, etc.).
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REQUIREMENTS

Signs must be purchased by the municipality and installed prior to receiving the $500
reimbursement from the County of Warren and the Bicentennial Cultural & Heritage Advisory Board.
This program will not reimburse for sign costs incurred prior to the municipality receiving written
approval from the County.

The municipality (or acting organization) must provide at least 50% of the cost of the sign. (An “acting
organization” is a BID office or another that will provide financial payment for the sign(s), with
permission from the municipality.)

The site musts be open to the public and/or viewable from the public way (road, sidewalk, etc.)

For historical sites that are privately owned (but viewable by the public), the site’s owner must give
written permission for the erection of the marker. A copy of the property owner giving permission for
sign must be included in the application packet.

Photographs of the location for signage must be provide with application and after installation, a site
visitation will be scheduled with Gina Rosseland, Asst. Administrator of Cultural & Heritage Affairs.

HISTORIC MARKER GRANT AMOUNT

The County of Warren has designated $500 per each (or up to 50%) of its twenty-two municipalities and in
turn, the municipalities or the “acting organization” will be required to match with a minimum of $500 for the
historic marker. County reimbursement monies will be distributed following proof of municipal payment and
sign installation. The County of Warren shall be acknowledged on the sign for the gifting of grant monies.
Sign(s) must be installed and a visitation scheduled before county monies is sent out.
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BUILDINGS, CEMETERIES, FARMS, PLACES OF WORSHIP, & SCHOOLS

The historical marker program seeks to identify and highlight a variety of people, sites, and events that relate to
our County’s past, including, but not limited to:

Buildings & Homes
Regardless of the structure, primary sources must provide the building or home’s historical significance. If this
relates to a person who lived in the structure, demonstrate how the person’s historical significance had an impact
on the larger community (i.e. town, county, state and national).

Cemeteries
Determine if any notable figured are interred there. That information should be incorporated into the marker
subscription and must be proven with primary sources.

Event(s)
Describe a historical event that was significant to your town, community, the County or State.

Family Farms
Demonstrate the farm’s historical significance to the larger community. For example, its operation did something
considered “pioneering” or had a far-reaching impact, or the farm property retains important features unique to
the area (e.g. limekilns, foundations or original structures). If this relates to a person who lived and/or owned the
farm, determine how the person’s historical significance had an impact on the larger community (i.e. town,
county, state and national).

Person or Persons

Determine a notable figure who contributed to your community, the State or National as a whole—militarily,
socially, economically (business, agriculture, industry, etc.), politically, and more.

Example: John Smith was a military veteran who served in the Civil War, in the 15" New Jersey. He owned a
large farm, a grist mill, and a dairy.

Places of Worship
Identify connections to noteworthy events and/or historical figures.

Other Sites
If there are other sites and/or locations within your municipality that are significant and in need of description,
these may be included for this historical grant marker project. Please keep in mind that the Morris Canal
Committee (MCC) has marked crossings, inclined planes, and other Canal locations. If you would like to install
additional site markers, please contact Gina who will provide contact information for the MCC.

Schools
The marker will commemorate a school building that still exists or even remains an active educational site or have
historical relevance to the community, County and/or State. Applications that also prove a noteworthy individual
attended are encouraged.

*If your organization or municipality is considering more than one site to identify, that is fine. The county only
reimburses for $500 provided the organization or municipality has spent $500 minimum. Any questions? Please
reach out to Gina.
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PROCEDURE

1. A Historic Marker Grant Program application must be submitted to the Division of Cultural & Heritage
Affairs at Shippen Manor no later than 3:00pm, Wed., June 4, 2025 (see cover for methods of submission).
To be eligible for reimbursement, the application must be submitted before the purchase of signage. If
approved, the County of Warren and the Bicentennial Cultural & Heritage Advisory Board (“Bicentennial
Advisory Board”) will provide $500 to each respective municipality.

2. Staff and members of the Bicentennial Cultural & Heritage Advisory Board (“Bicentennial Advisory
Board”) will assess the information, integrity of the site, and the general suitability of the location for a
marker.

a. Any voting member of the Advisory Board will recuse him/herself from any conflicts of interest
pertaining to the individual municipalities.

3. The Warren County Commissioners have designed $500 for each municipality (or up to 50% of cost if
under $1000) to request once they have proven purchase and installation of the pre-approved historic
marker. Receipts and other documentation will be required for reimbursement. This is a one-time grant and
municipalities cannot apply for multiple grants. It is up to the individual municipality to find its own sign
company. There is no specific sign design or material, and it will be left up to the respective municipalities as
far as what style or design that they prefer.

4. Installation of the approved sign shall be completed prior to Wed., June 4, 2025. Any requests for
extensions will be subject to review by the Bicentennial Cultural & Heritage Advisory Board.

HISTORIC MARKER GRANT PROGRAM TIME LINE

Dates Descriptions

Wed., June 4, 2025 | Application Packets and supplementary documents are due.
Bicentennial Cultural & Heritage Advisory Board will review all applications in an impartial
Tues., June 17, 2025 | manner; recommend for funding. Any member of the Advisory Board will recuse themselves
or from a conflict of interest relating to respective municipalities.

Tues., July 15, 2025* | * If meeting is cancelled, the application will be brought before the Advisory Board at the
next meeting.
County Board of Commissioners’ resolution to award monies already designated for each
August-September | municipality.

2025 This is pending any meeting cancellations (Advisory Board and/or County Board of
Commissioners).
Before Fri., Jan. 9, | Proof of Installation (images, site map, visitation & GPS)

2026 * Please contact Gina Rosseland to schedule a site visit.
Reimbursement made to municipalities in a one-time payment after receipt of documentation
to show that the sign is complete (paid vouchers/receipts for sign and installation,
photographs, etc.) and appropriate payment vouchers are completed.

After Installation &
Visitation
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County of Warren
Bicentennial Cultural & Heritage Affairs
Historic Marker Grant Program

NAME OF
MUNICIPALITY

APPLICATION
2025

Please complete the entire application.
Any questions regarding the application process can be directed to Gina Rosseland (908) 453-4381
or grosseland@co.warren.nj.us.

CHECKLIST & SIGNATURE PAGE

Please mark an “x” next to the following:

X CHECK LIST
Provide Statement of Significance (explain historical relevance of signage)
Provide photographs, mockups, or other examples of sign(s) to be installed
Enclose a map and photograph to show placement of proposed marker(s)

Please include this page as the cover page for your application packet.

Print name of authorized person

Signature of authorized person

(original, not digital)

Date Signed

*Person signing documentation must also be the one completing the application process.

Do not write below this line
Signature for approved application

Gina Rosseland, Assistant Administrator WCCHA
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County of Warren
Bicentennial Cultural & Heritage Affairs

Historic Marker Grant Program
Application—2025

Date of

Application / /2025

Name of Municipality
Address of Municipal Town Hall

Phone Number for Town Hall \_ Email

Name of Contact Person

Phone Number of Contact Person Email of
Contact

MARKER DESCRIPTION

Title of Marker

Subject of Marker |
Location of Proposed Marker
Property Name

(if applicable)

Address

(street & number)

Town |

County State

Google Map Coordinates
(ex:
40.80459, -74.99715)

New Jersey Czol(rj)e

Name of owner(s) of property upon which marker is to be erected. The sign does not have to be on a
town- or group owned/managed historic site. If it is, please include that the owner is your respective
municipality.

* Please include a signed letter of permission from the owner of the property.

** If municipality is deferring to your organization, please provide a letter from the town manager/town
council representative. If your organization manages a state property, a letter from the respective department
person is required.

What will it look like? (Provide a diagram, photograph and/or schematic for the sign, and include in the
application packet)
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Statement of Significance

The “Statement of Significance” should explain why the person, place, event or things to be marked
merits recognition on this/these site marker(s).

Please attach separately.

e Support all statements of fact with creditable sources and include a Works Cited/Bibliography of both
primary and secondary resources. (Please avoid using Wikipedia as a resource.)

e Document facts in your “Statement of Significance” with footnotes or endnotes.

e Sources from the time of the topic being commemorated (primary sources) are strongly preferred over
those that describe the topic years after the fact (secondary sources).

e Limit your “Statement of Significance” to no more than two pages of information. The Works
Cited/Bibliography (including all sources) will be added to the end of the statement.

Format written portion:
¢ Neatly typed and not to exceed two pages

Double-spaced
e 1” margins

Times New Roman

Label documentation (example: Oxford Township, History Marker Grant, 2025)

Resources on separate page (not counted in total length of written portion)

Examples

Morris Canal in
Washmg'ton Borough

THE VAN NEST-
HOFF-VANATTA FARM 1824-1924

The farmstend, establidhed by

several 19th contwey out

Harmony Township Hardwick Tonship
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