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Warren250 Photo Contest 
Grades 9-12 
2026-2027 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Warren Co. Division of Cultural & Heritage Affairs 

Shippen Manor Museum 

8 Belvidere Avenue 

Oxford, New Jersey 07853 

908-453-4381/908-475-7756 

Inquiries & submissions to Gina Rosseland (grosseland@co.warren.nj.us) 

https://www.warrencountynjheritage.com/ 

Facebook: Shippen Manor 
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GUIDELINES 

A. Mission Statement for Cultural & Heritage. 

The mission of the Board shall be "to develop programs to promote public interest in local and county history, in the 

arts, and in the cultural values, goals and traditions of the community, the State, and the Nation" pursuant to the Board 

of Chosen Freeholders' (now Board of County Commissioners) Resolution of 22 May 2019. 

B. Purpose of Contest. 

New Jersey plays a significant role in the Revolution and those experiences lay the foundation that has shaped our state 

and nation. Although Warren was not a battlefield county like Mercer, Monmouth, Somerset and Morris Counties, it 

does serve a secondary role in providing food and resources for troops, men enlisted in both local militias, the 

Continental and Loyalist forces, and County history leading up to its official separation from Sussex County in 1824-25. 

This can also include other themes such as movement of peoples, diversity & inclusivity, property & sovereignty, 

“Revolutionary Ideals” (liberty, pursuing happiness, equality, justice, self-determination), movement of people 

(migration, immigration, displacement, slavery in NJ), Revolution-specific (Patriots, Loyalists, those who remained 

neutral or indifferent, grassroots activism such as the Sons of Liberty, Committees of Correspondences, Committees of 

Safety during the Revolution in our area), or sites that contributed to either side during the war. Photographs may 

include up to the creation of Warren County as separate from Sussex County (1775-1825). 

This is a wonderful opportunity for students to highlight some of the County’s history through the lens of a camera. 

C. Age Requirements. 

This photography contest is open to public, private and home-school high school-level students in grades 9 through 12 

(ages 14 to 19, born between Oct. 1, 2008 and September 30, 2012) during the 2026-2027 school year that live and 

attend school in Warren County. Private and homeschool students must have primary residency in Warren County. 

D. Photography Requirements. 

Photographical entry may be digital, analog, or images taken with any type of camera. Some minor digital enhancements 

(cropping, exposure adjustments) are permitted, but excessive manipulation of the photograph is not. AI (Artificial 

Intelligence) entries of any kind, using any type of application, will not be accepted.  Photographs may be color, black & 

white, monochromatic, or sepia. They must be of good quality and clarity. Student must submit their own work and own 

all rights to it. 

- Label your photograph: W250_Your Name_Title of Photo.jpg (ex. WC_Joe Smith_Scenes.jpg) 

All entries must be accompanied a title and a short written description that includes the location of the subject (2-4 full 

sentences) – please use PDF for written descriptions. 
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This photography contest is in association with Warren250 and your subject focus will need to be on a site, structure, or 

other that represents a person or ideal that dates between 1776 and 1825 that is located in your town or elsewhere in 

the county (i.e. location, gravesite, farm/homestead, business, school or church, artifact, or other related).  

Photographing private property and some public sites has its inherent responsibilities—permission must be provided by 

the property owner(s) before beginning your project. (Attachments B-1 and B-2 refer to Property Owner Permissions.) 

E. Guidelines & Rules. 

1) Photos must showcase a subject connected to Warren County’s history from the Revolutionary Era (1775-1783) 

to the creation of Warren County (separate from Sussex) in 1824-25. It can be a structure, a landscape (specific 

and identifiable), or a still shot of a grave marker, memorial or other within the County of Warren, 

2) Participants may submit one (1) photograph (color, black & white, monochromatic or sepia),  

3) Size restrictions is a minimum of 1200 pixels and a maximum file of 6 MB. Files must be JPEG, PNG, or TIFF for 

high-resolution images, 

4) This contest is designed for students in grades 9-12 that live and attend public or private schools in Warren 

County, or are homeschooled students whose primary residence is in Warren County (not all cohorts are located 

in Warren County specifically). All student photographers must be between ages 14 and 19 during the 2026-

2027 school year [Attachment A.], 

5) Permission slip [Addendum B-1. Letter to Property Owner and B-2. Permission of Property Owner] for 

photography of private residences, businesses or other is required and must accompany the application and 

photograph that will be submitted, 

6) Nudes, profane or obscene, commercial advertising or other non-topical submissions will not be considered,  

7) Photos must be taken by the student using a camera (digital, film, etc.). AI-generated images will not be 

permitted. 

F. Perimeter of Contest & Submission. 

The contest opens Friday, September 4, 2026 (photo, entry form, permission slips) and closes at  

11 pm (EST) on Friday, February 26, 2027.   There is no fee required for submission. 

Please email your photograph to Cultural & Heritage Affairs (grosseland@co.warren.nj.us) with subject line “Warren250 

Photo Entry.” Once the deadline has passed, the contest will be closed and no other entries will be accepted.   

G. Award Announcements. 

If there are more than four (4) submissions per grade level, adjudication will choose four places: 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 

Honorable Mention.  If there are less than four (4) submissions per grade level, awards will be restricted to 1st place, 

Honorable Mention, or no award, only. Student chosen as “best in show” will receive a non-monetary award from the 

Warren Co. Division Cultural & Heritage Affairs and the Warren Co. Bicentennial Cultural & Heritage Advisory Board. The 
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winners will be announced on Fri., April 2, 2027 by email and also winning images will be posted the County and Cultural 

& Heritage websites, and through various Warren County social media pages. The Division of Cultural & Heritage Affairs 

will announce winners. Awards reception for students who placed or won best in show will be announced. 

H.     Gallery of Work 

Student photographs will be uploaded to the Cultural & Heritage website (https://www.warrencountynjheritage.com/) 

prior to awards being announced. The digital gallery is to ensure all of our participating photographers, their family, 

friends, and members of the community can view their work. 

I. Required Forms 

Attachment A. Student Entry Form 

Attachment A-2. Photograph Authorization and Release  

Attachment B-1. Letter to Property Owner (private, municipal, county and/or state) 

Attachment B-2. Property Owner Permission Form 
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Attachment A-1. Student Entry Form 

Please type in blue or black ink in the respective boxes below. Signatures need to be original, not digital. 
Photograph Authorization and Release, Property Owner Letter & Permission Forms must be completed, signed and 

submitted along with the entry form and photograph or submission will not be accepted. Photograph must be a recent, 
high-quality photograph (taken after June 1, 2026 and before February 28, 2027) with only minor digital enhancements. 

 

ST
U

D
EN

T 
IN

FO
 Student Full Name  Date  

Student Address  Phone  

Email  

P
U

B
LI

C
 &

 P
R

IV
A

TE
 S

C
H

O
O

L Name of High School  

(Public or Private) 
 

School Address  

Teacher or Advisor  Phone  

Email   

H
O

M
E 

SC
H

O
O

L 

Homeschool students, if you are affiliated with a group or co-op in New Jersey, please include name. 

 

Parent or Group/ 

Co-Op Coordinator 
 Phone  

Email  

SU
B

M
IS

SI
O

N
S Title of Submission  

Description of Entry  

Signature of Student  

Parent/Legal Guardian  

Print Name 
 

Parent/Legal Guardian 

Signature 
 

Entries will be evaluated for completion before adjudication. Entering the contest does not automatically 

ensure a student will place.  Student(s) who place will be given a non-monetary award.  
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Attachment A-2. Photograph Authorization and Release 
Photograph submissions must include a publicity release/permission to share the students’ photograph on the 

County website(s), use on the County’s Social Media (Facebook, Instagram), and in print/digital media.  

 

PHOTOGRAPH AUTHORIZATION AND RELEASE  
I, the undersigned Student, acknowledge and agree that this Photograph Authorization and Release is provided to the 

County of Warren and the Division of Cultural and Heritage Affairs as a requirement and condition of my participation and 

entry of the photograph, submitted and included herewith, (“Photographic Submission”) for consideration in connection 

with the Warren250 Photo Contest.  

 

I, the undersigned Student, hereby grant and authorize the County of Warren, the Division of Cultural and Heritage Affairs 

and their elected and appointed officials, officers, employees, agents, designees, and successors and assigns (collectively 

the “County”) the irrevocable, royalty-free and unlimited right, permission and authorization to use, re-use, publish, re-

publish, reproduce, display, digitize, distribute, modify, create derivative works of, reproduce or otherwise utilize my name 

and Photographic Submission, in whole or in-part, for the Rev250 Photo Contest, Warren250, NJ250, American250 or any 

other lawful purpose and in any manner, medium or form whatsoever, including, but not limited to, on the County website 

or other websites, social media, electronic, internet or print publications or materials, programming, promotional and 

informational materials and presentations, internal and external communications materials, media or news.   

 

I hereby waive any right that I may have to inspect or approve the manner in which the Photographic Submission, my 

name or accompanying materials appear in any electronic, printed or other medium or form and any right that I may have 

to control the use to which my Photographic Submission is applied.  

 

I hereby further agree to release, discharge, waive, relinquish and hold harmless the County from any and all liability, 

claimed liability or causes of action, arising out of, or associated with, the Warren250 Photo Contest and/or the any use, 

alteration, blurring, illusionary effect or use in any composite form of my name or Photographic Submission, including, 

but not limited to, claims for invasion of privacy, infringement, misappropriation or publicity.  

 

I CERTIFY THAT I HAVE CAREFULLY READ, UNDERSTOOD AND AGREED TO THE FOREGOING AND THAT I HAVE SIGNED THE 

SAME KNOWINGLY AND FREELY AND WITH THE INTENT AND EXPECTATION THAT THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS WILL BE 

FULLY AND COMPLETELY BINDING AND ENFORCEABLE. 

 

 

Student Signature ___________________________________________________ Date _____________ 

I hereby certify that I am the parent and/or guardian of above student, a child under eighteen (18) years of age, and I 
hereby consent that any images (as defined above) may be used for any purposes set forth in this Authorization above. 
 
 

Parent/Guardian Signature ___________________________________________    Date ______________ 
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Attachment B-1. Letter to Property Owners 

Date: ______________ 

Dear Property Owner, 

Warren County Cultural & Heritage has invited students in Warren County, grades 9 to 12, to participate in a 

Warren250 Photography Contest during the 2026-2027 school year. The student photographer is required to 

provide this letter to you, it is to let you know that they are interested in obtaining your permission to 

photograph your property for the contest. 

This photography contest is in associated with Rev250 and the student photographers’ subject focus is one a 

site, structure, or other that represents a person or ideal that dates between 1776 and 1825 that is located in 

your town or elsewhere in the county (i.e. location, gravesite, farm/homestead, business, school or church, 

artifact, or other related).  

As a part of the guidelines for this contest, the student photograph must showcase a subject related to 

Warren County’s history from the Revolutionary Era (1775-1783) to the creation of Warren County in 1824-25. 

It can be a structure, a landscape (specific and identifiable), grave marker, memorial, artifact or other. 

If you are willing and agreeable for the student to photograph your property for this contest, please complete 

the attached page. We greatly appreciate your cooperation. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel 

free to reach out to me. The County is not responsible for photographers who are not adhering to the contest 

regulations. 

Sincerely, 

 

Gina Rosseland 
Warren Co. Cultural & Heritage 
908-453-4381/908-475-7756 
grosseland@co.warren.nj.us 
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Attachment B-2. Property Owner Permission 
This form is for any private, municipal, county or state properties in Warren 

County, New Jersey. 
 

 
I hereby grant __________________________ permission to photograph my private property  

                                  (Student Photographer) 

or the property of my organization and for the County of Warren to use the image in a photograph, video, or other 

digital media in any and all of its publications, including the County’s website and social media, without payment or 

other consideration.  

I have read and understood the above photo release and affirm that I am at least 18 years of age and the owner of the 

subject property. 

 

______________________________________________ 
Property Owner Print Name 
 
______________________________________________     _______________ 
Property Owner Signature         Date 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Address/Location of Site Photographed with Municipality Location  
(ex. 1 Main Street, Township or Intersection of Main and Elm Street, Township) 
 
 
_______________________________________________ 
Property Owner Phone Number 
 

Attachment B-2 (“Property Owner Permission form”) must be completed and submitted with entry (even if on student’s 
family property) or photographer will be disqualified. 

 
 
 

 


